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Internship Overview 

Immanuel Church is committed to encouraging all Christ followers to use their unique gifts and 
abilities to glorify God through serving others and advancing Christ’s Kingdom. We are also 
committed to mentoring those who have sensed a particular calling to vocational ministry by 
providing opportunities for them to explore and develop their calling to ministry within the 
context of the local church. The Immanuel Internship Program has been developed with these 
two commitments in mind, for those who desire training, discipleship, and practical ministry 
experience.  

Immanuel interns are a vital component of the ministry team at Immanuel Church. Interns get 
“hands-on” experience by serving-in and leading various aspects of ministry, and by providing 
valuable support for pastors and deacons. This internship is intended to pair those interested in 
hands on ministry experience with the tangible needs of Immanuel.  

The Immanuel Internship Program is for those:  
• Committed to the ministry and mission of Immanuel 
• Interested in gaining practical experience within the local church context  
• Exploring their calling and gifting within church ministry 
• Ready to focus their time and attention on the church family at Immanuel  
• Looking for mentoring and direction from Immanuel pastors and leaders 

That is accomplished through an environment that: 
• Fosters community among pastors, staff, and interns 
• Allows interns to do hands on ministry 
• Provides coaching and equipping from pastors and leaders 
• Encourages interns to practically use their gifting to serve the local church  
• Provides exposure to the life of vocational ministry  

�2



Internship Commitment & Expectations  

As a result of our desire to firmly integrate our interns into important aspects of ministry at 
Immanuel, we ask that all interns make certain commitments to the Immanuel leaders and 
church members who they will be serving. We believe that these expectations will provide the 
opportunity for all interns to gain deep insight into ministry and will provide the time necessary 
for them to engage in and explore numerous aspects of ministry throughout their time in the 
program.  

Commitment:  
• Semester commitment (14 weeks beginning in either January or August)  

- Extensions are available  
• Approximately 8-10 hours per week (12-15 for those completing Supervised Ministry 

Practicum) 
• Available to serve on Sundays  

Expectations:  
• Church membership at Immanuel or under “watch care” if you are in Birmingham for a 

limited time. (Exceptions might be considered on a case by case basis) 
• Involved in a Gospel Community    
• Meets the Biblical qualifications of a deacon (1 Timothy 3)  
• Willing to serve throughout all ministries at Immanuel, as needed 
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Internship Opportunities  

Pastoral Internship 
• Provide assistance and get hands experience in the various aspects of pastoral ministry. 

• Do research for upcoming sermons/series 
• Write and/or edit blogs and sermon-based discussion questions 
• Participate in sermon preparation think-tanks and discussions 
• Teach and/or preach  
• Participate in elder meetings and staff meetings 
• Participate in liturgy planning 
• Observe and provide support support in situations of pastoral care, counseling, and 

coaching situations 
• This internship will uniquely involve being mentored and discipled by a staff pastor and 

will include reading assignments.  

Immanuel Kids Internship 
• Work alongside our Children’s Director to provide operational and ministry support 

• Process volunteer applications and background checks 
•  Assist with writing and distribution of Immanuel Kids newsletter 
• Maintain supplies and inventory lists in Immanuel Kids (snacks, water, sign-in sheets, 

materials, printer labels, tissues, etc) 
• Assist with set-up for Immanuel Kids area for Sunday mornings 
• Fill in for Sunday coordinator role when needed 
• Teach Bible lessons in various Immanuel Kids settings 

• Assist in other areas as needed 

Administrative Internship 
• Work alongside our Administrative Assistant to provide administrative, operational, and 

ministry support 
• Help with church-wide communication (emails, social media, etc) 
• Create graphics for social media postings, upcoming events, announcements, etc 
• Help maintain inventory for office/church supplies 
• Courier  

• Assist pastoral staff with programing church-wide events and local outreach efforts 
• Help facilitate partnerships with other churches and volunteer teams 
• Plan and organize local missions opportunities  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Mentorship  

The mentoring portion of the program provides each intern with a pastoral supervisor and 
mentor for the duration of their internship commitment. Each intern will have a particular 
ministry focus and will work directly with their mentor to customize their internship based on 
the needs of Immanuel and the intern’s gifts and needs. However, there are a few common 
aspects of each mentorship: 

• Regular meetings with mentor to discuss life, ministry, calling, and direction  
• Supervision of internship work and responsibilities with feedback geared towards  

helping the intern grow in his/her gifting 
• Opportunities for the intern to learn from the ministry experiences of the  

supervising pastor/leader 
• Opportunities to learn by observing the mentoring pastor/leader in various aspects of  

ministry  
• Practical advice and encouragement  

Beeson Divinity School  

Immanuel internships are designed to be compatible with the academic and ministry practicum 
requirements at Beeson Divinity School. Interns will be able to meet the requirements for their 
Supervised Ministry Practicum, and all supervising pastors meet the requirements of the 
curriculum’s mentors. In addition, there are opportunities to participate in mission efforts 
through Immanuel to complete Beeson’s Cross Cultural Ministry Practicum.  

If pursuing academic credit at a different institution (Samford, UAB, other) we would be happy 
to discuss the possibility of the internship’s alignment with institutional requirements and 
expectations.  

Apply Online 

If you would like to apply for an internship, go to www.immanuelbirmingham.com/internships
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